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would be fairly drawn without the suggestions of the presence
of higher and more universal forces that feed the sacred fire."
Writes an author, "The enumeration of these would have to
include the election of participation in approved senti-
ments and habits, emotional expansion arising out of
dedications to the highest interests of the common life, the
thrill of communion in great ceremonies, conviction of the
supreme worth of causes that demand obedience to death ;
pride in racial'achievement, and finally, the sense of majesty
and exaltation in the presence of the great personages and
events of national life and in the contemplation of the peerless
character of the all-powerful state." (Daniel Clarence
Holtan).

Thus we find that Shmtoism starting from a primitive
belief has turned into the bulwark of nationalism. It has been
rightly declared that "The fundamental character of the
Japanese national structure lies in the fact that authority is
vested not in a mere man but in a God revealed as man
namely in a divine Emperor". Shinto therefore provides the
people of Japan that religion which persuades every citizen
of Japan to make any amount of sacrifice at the command of
the Emperor who for him is god incarnate. The outstanding
feature .of Shinto is its historical character. Shinto religion
is definitely not other worldly. It has helped Japan in bring-
ing about a cohesion in the several islands in which Japan
is distributed by Nature. In Japan the state has used every
possible agencies like police law, education, religion etc. to
control the minds and thoughts of people. Shintoism is the
most powerful of all these human agencies. Though Shintoism
is a blessing for Japan to some extent as it has brought about
unity in diversity and has furthered the cause of emotional
integrity of the people of Japan, yet objectively speaking
Shintoisin is a force that stands for war, reaction, prostitution
of fa&foaa intelligence and dignity and offers a potential threat
to the unity, amity, and security of the world.